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PRIVATE POST STAMPS. 


The issues of the various Letter Express Companies of our own country 
should certainly occupy the first place in the interest of all American philate- 
lists. ‘They have always been the special hobby of the writer, in fact the 
general collection of these stamps may be said to date from the appearance of 
a series of articles contributed by him to the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHIL- 
ATELY, pointing out for the first time the peculiarities of the genuine stamps, 
in distinction from the large number of counterfeits and various bogus de- 
signs which were manufactured in large numbers as soon as stamps acquired a 
commercial value. The demand from Europe was so great that we find as 
early as 1860 that there were as least two establishments engaged in this ne- 
farious business ; many of the better known Express stamps of striking de 
sign were counterfeited many times over; however, there is no occasion for 
any amateur to be deceived, provided he uses such ordinary precautions as 
common sense will suggest. 

In describing the extensive series before us the scientific method would 
certainly be according to States and then alphabetically, by towns, but ina 
catalogue for universal use we must sacrifice science to ease of reference and 
have therefore divided the whole in three classes. 

1. Letter Express stamps, generally operated by responsible firms and ex- 
tending over a considerable extent of territory. 

2. Local or City delivery stamps including such as run between adjacent 
towns (many were established specially fo take letters to the post office and had 
no delivery service). 
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3. Issues of similar companies to class 1, but operating in the far West and 
complying with the U. S. postal laws, by paying the U.S. postage on all let- 
ters carried by them; for this reason the stamps are printed on U. S. stamped 
envelopes. 

Dates are taken from the earliest used specimens known to writer, except 
where the exact date of the issue is known. 

SECTION I. 
LETTER EXPRESS STAMPS. 
ADAMS & CO. 1849-53. 
San Francisco to and from Californian towns and mining camps. 





Portrait of D. H. Haskell to left in oval frame, inscribed ADAMS «& Co.'s 
EXPRESS above and below; 25 CENTS in ovals at sides; 25 CTs in cir- 
cles in each corner ; the whole enclosed in square lined frame ; outside margin 
at left ““ Entered according to Act of* Congress in the year 1853, by J. C. 
Woods in the Clerks,” at right side, “ Office of the District Court of the North- 
ern District of California,” in minute letters. Lithographed. Large rect.; black 
imp. 

1853. 25 cents, black on white. 

Same surcharged in black with heavy block letters 2 mm. high, across top of 
stamp RATE 25C PER 1-2 02; Lithographed, surcharge hand stamped. Large 
rect; back imp. 

1854 25 cents, black on white. 





Similar design with portrait turned to right; cents in corners instead of cts. ; 
other inscriptions the same. Lithographed; Large rect.; black imp. 
1853 25 cents, black on blue. 
AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO. 1844-7. 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and intermediate points. 
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Eagle on rock to right; inscription in arched lines; AMERICAN LETTER MAII 
cO., above; 20 FOR A DOLLAR, below; ornamented corners. Engraved on steel 
in sheets of twenty by Rawdon Wright and Hatch. Obl. rect.; black imp. 

1844, Feb. 3. 5 cents, black. 





Eagle with olive branch and arrows in claws and ribbon with motto £ PLURI- 
BUS UNUM in beak; inscription in arched lines; THE AMERICAN above; LETTER 
MAIL CO. below; in lined circular frame enclosed in square; in minute letters in 
lower corners “Engraved by W. L. Ormsby.” Engraved on steel. Large 
square; col. imp. 

1844, Sept. 4. 


5 cents, black. 
1845, Jan. 4. 5 


= blue. 
BARNARD & CO. 1858-63. 


Towns in Washington Territory and British Columbia. 








BARNARD’S BARNARD’S 
Cariboo Express. Cariboo Express. 














PAID. ‘COLLECT. 








Inscription in three lines BARNARD’s CARIBOO EXPRESS; space divided by line 
PAID. Or COLLECT. below. Type printed. Large obl; black imp 


186:, Mayr. Paid, black on red surface paper. 
Collect, black on green surface paper 
BERFORD & CO. 1849-53. 


New York by steamer to principal towns in California 





Large numeral of value in scalloped oval; crossed by inscription TO CALIFOR 
NIA; in arched lines; BERFORD & CO’S EXPRESS, above; NO. 2 ASTOR HOUSE, N. \ 
below. Lithographed. Large transverse oval; col. imp. 


i351, June 16 3 cents, black. 
—&, green. 
| puce. 


“ 


25 red. 
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BRAINARD & CO. 1844-7, 





i 
\ 
\ 
\ 


New York and Hudson River towns to Troy. 


certo 
ALBAN ro) 
20for one Dall | - 
-TROY . J 
s r * 
pe nve® oy 
Sas 
Inscription in circular band BRAINARD & Co., above N. y. 58 WALL sT. below; 
enclosing, 14 EXCHANGE ALBANY, 20 FOR ONE DOLL, TROY 230 RIVER ST. in 
five lines. Lithographed. Circular; col. imp. 
1844 May 29. 5 cents, blue. 
1845 June 26. 5 “ black. 
HALE & CO. 1843-8. 


New York, Boston, Philadelphia and intermediate towns. 





Scattered lot of sealed letters on ornamented octagon platter, centre one in- 
scribed: HALE & CO. 13 COURT ST., BOSTON; upper one: 58 WALL ST, NEW YORK. 
Lithographed. Large oct; col. imp. 

1844, Feb. 8. 5 cents, scarlet. 
1844, June to. ** scarlet with address pen marked. 
1844, May 3. blue. 
1844, Nov. 9. blue india paper. 
1844, June 5. blue, 13 Court St. omitted. 
blue, “ 33 State St.” in red writing ink. 


HARTFORD MAIL CO. 1844-5. 


Hartford to New York, Boston, Albany etc. 


“ 


“ 


“ 


“ 


maumonuwm 





Man with sack on his shoulder inscribed MAIL, stepping across a river from 
one town to another, steam ferry boat in distance. Metal plate engraving; 
printed in sheets of twelve varieties. Small square; black imp. on colored 
surface paper. 

1844, Sept. 30. (5 cents), yellow. 
(10 “ ) pink. 
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LANCTON & CO. 1850-65. 
Nevada Territory to Marysville, Cal. 





Vignette in centre; four-horse stage coach with passengers on top driving to 
right; 25, below; HUMBOLDT EXPRESS NEVADA TERRITORY in two arched lines 
above; numerals in upper corners; 25 CENTS TO }2 0Z. INCLOSED IN OUR 
FRANKS in two arched lines, and LANGTON & Co., in straight line below; shaded 
ground, lined frame. Lithographed. Rect; col. imp. 

1860. 25 cents, chocolate. 
THE LETTER EXPRESS CO. 18447, 
Buffalo to Chicago and intermediate points. 





Figure of Commerce seated on a bale, shipping in back ground; in oval band 
inscribed LETTER EXPRESS above; FREE below. 20 FOR $1.00 at sides. Wood 
engraving. Oval; black imp. 

1844, Aug. 3. 5 cents, pink. 


“cc 


1844, July 30. 5 green. 





Naval officer with drawn sword and large U. S. flag, ship in distance; in circu- 
lar band inscribed LETTER EXPRESS above, FREE below, (10 FOR) ($1.00) at 
sides. Wood engraving. Circ.; black imp. 

1844. Aug. 15. 10 cents, pink 





Same design lettering larger. Wood engraving. Circ. ; black imp. 
1844, July. 10 cents, scarlet surface paper. 
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OVERTON & CO. 1844-6. 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Hudson River Towns. 





Carrier pigeon with letter flying to right; in circular frame inscribed ovERTON 


& CO., above, LETTER EXPRESS below. _Lithographed by G. Hayward and Co. 
Boston. Small circ.; blank imp. 

1844 (5 cents), pale pink. 

1844. (5s “ ), pale straw. 


1844, Sept. 3. (5 “  ), pale green. 
POMEROY & CO. 1842-6. 
3oston, New York and Albany to Buffalo. 





Female bust three-quarter face to left in oval band inscribed PoMEROY’s above; 
LETTER EXPRESS, below; foliated angles; inclosed in narrow frame inscribed 
FREE STAMP above, 20 FOR $1 below. Engraved on steel by Gavit, (after- 
wards president of American Bank Note Co.) Large rect.; col. and black imp. 


1844, July 8. 5 cents, black on yellow surface paper. 
1844, Aug. 6. 5 “ red on white. 

1844, Aug. 9. 5 “ _ blue on white. 

1844, Aug. 17. ex black on white. 


Variety. Same with $1 erased 
(?) black on yellow surface paper 
Norre.—These stamps were apparently all in use at the same time, a differ- 
ent color may have been appropriated to each of the principal cities, letters 
bearing the yellow stamps usually originate in Buffalo, of the other colors we 
have not seen enough to verify the theory; letters we have being black for Albany 
and blue for Cleveland. They have all been reprinted together with fancy im- Tt 
pressions in brown. ‘There is also a large rectangular stamp having a locomo- 
tive engine for the centre design which was used by this company as a label on 
parcels and money packets forwarded by them, it is simply an advertisement 
and never had any money value. 
J. H. PRINCE, 1870-5. 
Portland, Me. to Boston, Mass. 





















2 
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Large paddle-wheel steamer to left ; LETTER EXPRESS above, J. H. PRINCE in 
script below ; lined frame. Lithographed by Lowell & Brett, of Boston. ‘Trans- 
verse oval ; black imp. 

(2 cents) black. 

Nore.—For particulars of use. see AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for 
1874, page 93, vol. 8. 

WALDRON’S & CO. 1860. 
California and Oregon. 


er; 


# Waldron's $ 


EXPRESS. 
: PAID. : 
a, | 


Inscription in three lines WALDRON’S EXPRESS, PAID in border. Type printed. 
Square ; black imp. 
(?) black on pink 
WELLS FARCO & CO. Est. 1852. 


Pony Express, St. Joseph, Mo. to Sacramento, Cal. 





Man on horseback galloping to left with value below, in polysided frame ; in 
arched line PONY EXPRESS above; IF ENCLOSED IN OUR FRANKS, WELLS, 
FARGO & CO. in three curved lines below; shaded and lined ground; lined 
frame. High values similar, see type I]. Engraved on metal. Rect.; col. imp. 


1860, April 3. 10 cents, chocolate. 
25 “ rose-red. 
2g 6 ™._—sébluee.. 

1 dollar rose-red 
2 dollars, rose-red. 
pee i green. 
cet black. 
i” green. 





% o2., $1.00 on shield enclosed in garter bearing firm name. Engraved on 
metal. Circular col. imp. 


1 dollar, blue. 
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WELLS, FARGO & CO. PAID EXPRESS on transverse oval disk ; in band in- 
scribed TO BE DROPPED above ; IN NEW YORK POST OFFICE below ; flowers at 
sides and in corners. Engraved on metal. Obl; black imp. 


( ) black. 





PAID in large letters onrayed disk crossed by firm name in German text ; in 
oval band, inscribed ONE NEWSPAPER above ; OVER OUR CALIFORNIA ROUTES 
below ; lined corner ornaments. Engraved on metal. Obl; col. imp. 


( ) blue. 





PAID in large white letters on reticulated disk crossed by firm name in black 
letters ; in oval band inscribedfonE NEWSPAPER above ; OVER OUR CALIFORNIA 
ROUTES below ; ornaments in corners. Engraved on metal. Obl ; col. imp. 


( ) blue 





Same design as last with firm name on straight band ; parn in left, w. F. & Co. 
in right lower corner. Lithographed. Obl; col. imp. t 


( ) blue. 








PUBLI SHERS’ - 


AID STAMP, 


W. F. & Co.’s Express. | 




















Inscription in three lines PUBLISHERS PAID STAMP W F. & CO.’S EXPRESS , 
straight dash under second line, enclosed in double lined frame. ‘I'ype printed, 
Obl ; col. imp. 
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1876 ( )_blue. 








PUBLISHERS’ 


PAID STAMP 


W.F.& “Co'8) 's Express. 




















Same inscription in different type; fancy dash under paip stamp. ‘Type 
printed. Obl; col. imp. 
1584 ( ) blue. 


W. WYMAN, 1844-6. 
Boston and New York. 





SDA W.WY MAN. 422 


———— 
one & ELD ~ 
<S@ 











Locomotive engine and car in transverse oval frame, W. WYMAN in straight, 
and 8 COURT ST. AND 3 WALL ST. in curved line above ; 20 STAMPS FOR ONI 


DOLLAR, in curved line below ; ornaments in corners ; lined frame. Engraved 
on copper. Obl; black imp. 
1844 Nov. 1. 5 cents, black. 


THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE A. P. A. 


HELD MONDAY, SEPT. 13, 1855, 


The third Annual Convention of the American Philatelic Association has 
just closed, and we feel certain that all our readers will feel interested in an 
account of what occurred. 

Between sixty and seventy members attended in person, and including 
the proxies, over three hundred and fifty were represented, showing the 
t lively interest taken in the proceedings, and justifying the assurance that 
our Association will continue to grow from day to day. 

The Convention assembled at 10:45 a. m. on Monday, the 13th, President 
Tiffany presiding. Forty-five members of the Association were present 
at the reading of the preliminary roll call. 

Messrs. E. B. Sterling, Henry Clotz and C. H. Mekeel were appointed a 
Committee on Credentials. 

On motion of Mr. H. L. Calman a general invitation was extended to the 
public to attend the sessions of the Convention. 

Messrs. J. W. Scott, A. De Jonge and W. A. MacCalla, were appointed a 
Committee on Standing Rules and the, Convention then adjourned until 


, 3 p.m. 











306 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 
After the recess, the Convention re-assembled at 4:05 p. m. 

_ The report of the Committee on credentials showed two hundred and 
eighty-nine proxies held by various members, and only seven or eight 
were decided illegal. 

After considerable discussion, the proxy of Mr. W. P. Brown, which had 
been thrown out by the Committee, was admitted. 
President Tiffany then appointed the following Committees : 
Commitee on Finance.—A. De Jonge, W. D. King and C, W. Sparr. 
Committee on Library.—H. E. Deats, G. Aue and W. H. Bodine. 
Committee on Exchange and Purchasing Departments.—C. B. Corwin, 

F. B. Stebbins and E. L. Schuman. 

Committee on Official Journal—W. A. MacCalla, W. L. Emory and 
A. Davidson. 

Committee on Branch Societies.—J. N. T. Levick, J. M. Hubbard and 
G. H. Richmond. 

Committee on Constitution and By-Laws.—The President, ex-officio, 
H. I.. Calman, C. H. Mekeel, J. H. Ross and W. C. Stone. 

The result of the election for officers of the Association for the ensuing 

two years was then announced with the following result : 
President.—John K. Tiffany. 
Vice-President.—Willard C. Van Derlip. 
Secretary.—S. B. Bradford. 
Treasurer.—H. B. Seagrave. 
International Secretary.—Joseph Rechert. 

After the reading of the reports of the various officers, the Convention 
adjourned until Tuesday, at ro a. m. 


MORNING SESSION, TUESDAY, AUGUST IT4. 


The Convention was called to order at 10:40 a. m., Vice-President 
Bogert presiding. 

After the presentation of newly received proxies, President Tiffany 
delivered his annual address, which we print in its entirety for the benefit of 
those of our members who could not attend in person. 


PRESIDENT’'S ADDRESS 


One by one the things that men have toiled over and striven for become 
the frivolities of the past, and one by one the frivolities of the past become the 
serious work of to-day. 

Modern critics would have us believe that the Myth, the Legend, the Fairy 
tale, all the varieties of Folk lore, even the Traditions of great races and the 
Sacred Writings of old and wide-spread religions must no longer be considered 
as the records of actual events; but, dismembered by the analyst, tested by the 
metaphysician, psychologist and speculative philosopher, and cemented together 
again by the logician, these stories of old, that so long have held the youthful 
imagination spell-bound at the homestead fireside, these traditions of the 
heroic deeds of immortal heroes that so long have been the inspiration of man- 
hood’s ambitions, these sacred histories and revered theologies of golden ages 
that so long have cheered and solaced the despondent heart, become the mere 
crystalizations of crude theories of primative men about physical or spiritual 
phenomena. Nevertheless, there are truths hidden away in them that no 
analysis can destroy and the majority of even the most practical of this over 
practical age have a lingering tenderness for the old time ways of telling these 
truths that are most potent still in their old disguises. 
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Whether man issued full armed from some mysterious cavern of Mother 
Earth, or sprang into being as some Dacalion tossed the pebbles behind him, 
or was moulded into form by some powerful Manitou from the clay of some 
secluded dell, or developed from some molicule or molusk by some process of 
fortuitous natural selection in some Darwinian theory, his nature is still the same 
as the old Mussulman legend seems to have portrayed it, when it related, differing 
rather in detail than in principle from the Talmud, and not far departing from 
the Bible of our childhood, that when the All Wise was about to form a body 
for the first man, the four great spirits were sent out to collect specimens of 
the soil and rock of every country, that, arranged and combined by the In- 
finite knowledge, each might impart to the organ formed from it those pecu- 
liar characteristics for which the men of the land of its origin were to become 
preeminently famous in after days, that the body might be a worthy receptacle 
for the soul, which had been created a thousand years before from the com- 
mingled ethers of the seven heavens, steeped in the light of the eternal throne, 
permeated by emenations of the eternal wisdom, and imbued with a part of 
the nature of the Infinite and Everlasting. The legend does not omit to tell 
us that this body, so wondrously formed, itself the first and most unique of 
geologic collections, like all novel collections, was immediately sneered at, for 
Elbis the spirit of malivolence and evil, pronounced it an unheard of folly, a 
trivial, worthless thing, but the purer intelligences waited and wondered and 
admired until the body, the collection of things material, was animated by the 
soul, the collection of things immaterial and intelligent, and went to dwell in 
Eden, that first and most complete of Botanical and Zoological Gardens, re- 
plete with every living thing, plant and animal, beast of the field, fowl of the 
air, fish of the water, insect and creeping thing, and then the new creature, the 
wondrous combination, showed at once how entirely he was a collector by 
nature by naming them all, each according to its qualities, its genus and 
species—a task all the host of Heaven had essayed in vain—then rang the 
universe with loud acclaim as the eternal intelligences praised a greater than 
they. 

To the legend maker, man was the collecting animal, comprising in himself 
both the physical and spiritual collections, and when the story would tell us 
how a helpmeet was formed for the marvellous creature, it speaks of no new 
creation of unlike nature, no new collection of soil or rock that might differ 
from the other, but relates how from the assimilated first collection the infinite 
wisdom selected a part and formed the woman. ‘Time was still too young when 
these accounts first look definite form, the experience of the years had not 
sufficed to teach mankind the true value of.the second collection, and we pass 
over alike the conclusion of Rabbin and Mussulman and Biblical writer, for 
every collector here to-day, is proud to acknowledge that such a selection 
would contain only the gems of the collection, and that the verdict of the 
centuries at last is right which names the helpmeet the better half. 

‘“« It is but a legend | know, 
A fable, a phantom, a show, 
Of the ancient Rabbinical lore ; 
Yet the old Medizval tradition, 
The beautiful strange superstition, 
But haunts me and hold me the more.” 

And even if the scientist is right, and there was no such creation, no personal 
creator, no Adam, no Eve, no Garden of Eden, and the old story is a pure 
fiction, an attempt to account for an unknown past by a crude romance, a 
poetic portrayal of the rudimentary conception of the development of the 
inorganic into the organic, of the earthly through the vegetable and animal into 
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the intellectual, as collectors we recognize the truth of the philosophy of the 
old legend maker, whose facts may melt in the hot fires of modern criticism, but 
only to reveal the pure gold of his clear insight into eternal principles, for as 
collectors we know he was right when his story hinted that a collection like the 
mythical body of Adam appears to be but a worthless, uninteresting trivial 
thing to the uninitiated, until vivified by the the intelligence of the collector, the 
uses and purposes of its component parts rightly explained and understood, and 
the reasons for their existence made known, it is recognized by the intelligent 
to be a treasury of knowledge, an historical record, an agent for the advance- 
ment of civilization. 

As collectors too, we shall approve the philosophy of the legend maker, which, 
by portraying mankind as descended from such an ancestry, body and soul both 
collections, male and female similarly constituted, his first act that of a collectors 
intelligence alone, her first act the investigation of the qualities of the fruits of 
the garden, their first home itself a collection never rivalled, indicated how all 
pervading and powerful in our nature the collectors spirit is. Though the 
fashion of the present day in the intellectual and literary, even in the practical 
world, is to ignore the sensibilities, as distinguished by the metaphysician and 
psychologist from the will and intellect,and men are content to assume and 
assert that the will and intellect alone form “ the divinity that shapes our ends,” 
almost omnicient, almost omnipotent, and to worship an idol, perfect in its con- 
struction though it be; a machine highly polished and wonderful in its capa- 
bilities when once put in action, but dead and inactive till some motive power 
propels it, even here, so near the classic shades of Harvard and the speculative 
groves of Concord, we turn to listen to these “legends and traditions,” 

** That like voices from afar off 

Call to us to pause and listen, 

Speak in tones so plain and childlike 

Scarcely can the ear distinguish, 

Whether they are sung or spoken.’ 
which teach with a truer philosophy, learnt much nearer to nature, that 
these ignored sensibilities, these despised and concealed desires, affections, 
emotions, passions, are the greater part of man, and though they must work 
through the idol and are controlled by it, they are the motive powers that put 
the machine in motion, and after all our reasoning, “the powers that move the 
world,” even of intellect, and literature, and practical progress, incite all intel- 
ligent action, stimulate all endeavor, make all history, and that chief and most 
pervading of them all is the collectors spirit, so common, so universal, so 
blended indeed with all other motives, that we seldom recognize it as separate, 
or notice any but its most unusual manifestions. It is blended with the in- 
stinct of self preservation, of getting ones living, which doubtless first incites 
man and the lower animals alike to action, for long before man’s wants are 
satisfied it puts his will and intellect to work and civilization begins. Some 
other animals, led very far by this instinct, amass possessions, man alone collects 
So the rude savage, when his primative meal and temporary shelter is provided, 
begins to plan for a more comfortable future, because he is a collector. If 
his surroundings have directed his.search for food to forest and stream, his 
collector’s bent is manifest in the decoration of his person and his dwelling 
with the trophies of the chase, the skins of animals, the plumage of birds, the 
scales of fishes, accumulated beyond the needs of his rude life. He rejoices 
and vies with his neighbor in decorating, with rude designs suggested by his 
pursuits, his hunter’s weapons, in heaping up an unnecessary supply of “arrow- 
heads of flint and jasper, axes or knives of chalcedony,” of the rude vessels for 
his housekeeping with similar adornment or in the form of beast and bird 


, 
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His collections buried in the mounds, or concealed in caves, are continually 
coming forth to enrich the collections of his modern imitator. But if the 
struggle for existence has perchance directed the energies of the primitive man 
to a warfare with his kind, the scalps of his enemies were collected at his belt, 
or their skulls as ornaments for his dwelling or fortress, or dying, his mummy 
enriched the collection of his descendants. 

Did time permit, we might find interest and instruction in following down 
through the centuries embracing the changes that this collecting bent has 
wrought on the world’s history, how it has influenced and been influenced by 
the progress of civilisation. We might analyse the various forms it has assumed 
in combination with other motives, and the transformations it has made under 
various influences. A conspicuous companion of the desire of possession, when 
that occupies itself with the forms of the presentation of value as those forms 
change it changes its accumulations, assembles the cattle on a thousand hills, 
or takes feudal possession of the hills themselves, stores jewels and precious 
stones in its treasuries, or notes and bonds and stocks and mortgages in its 
safety vaults, or, distorted by avarice and covetousness scrapes together and 
secretes the hoards of a miser, or, purified by a love of the beautiful or the de- 
sire of knowledge, fills the cabinets of the coin collector or the albums of the note 
or stamp collector, or inspiring the imagination, builds the treasuries of an 
Aladin or a Monte Cristo. Sneer at the collector as he may, repudiate the 
collectors spirit as he will, the same impulse, variously directed, in- 
spires the practical man to collect the real estate of an Astor, the 
railroads of a Gould, the mines of a Flood and Mackay, the cattle on 
the ranches of a hundred Kings, the bonds of a _ Rothschild, or, the 
stamps of a Ferrari. ‘The captive in the train of the desire of power, it 
makes an Alexander or a Napoleon rejoice in his collection of crowns and of 
nations, modified by the addition of a love of barbaric display it collects and 
glories in the trappings and tread of the armiesof a Darius or a Cyrus, of the 
slaves of a Haroun Alrashid, or, distorted again by other passions, it collects 
wives in the harems of the Orient or around the salt lakes of Utah, or, turning 
to the symbols of power, it collects diadems and scepters and signet rings and 
battle axe and spear and armour, and warped by a morbid craving, seeks the 
relics of noted criminals, the casts of murderous faces, the hangman’s rope or 
jailors manacles. In its happier combinations, it forms the libraries of a Sardana- 
palus and a Ptolemy, of England and of France, of Congress or of Boston, it 
establishes the Museums of the Elder Cosmo at Florence, of Pope Julius at the 
Vatican, a British or a Kensington Museum, a Louvre, the Galleries of Berlin or 
Dresden. Its bosom friend is art, and its tutor, history. It delights in painting 
and statuary, and studies beauty of form and outline in fragile china and ivory 
or inlaid plates of brass, and color on bric-a-brac or canvass, whatever possesses 
either, it cherishes. It mounts to great things or descends to small. It collects 
the living and the dead, imprisons nature in the Botanical or Zoological Gar- 
den, the Herbarium or the Museum of Anatomy. It waters the exotic in the 
hot house, it impales bug and butterfly on pins in glass cases. It revels in old 
laces, masquerades in the cast-off clothing of the great. It preserves and 
labels buttons and pins, the corks from famous convivialities, the pens that 
wrote famous documents. There is no limit to its patience and perseverance, 
no bounds to its painstaking or ambition. As the fancy of a moment, or the 
infatuation of a life time directs it, as the sober resolve to form a perfect 
record of something great or small guides it, it gathers and arranges everything 
and anything. The world is beginning to acknowledge that there is a record 
and a lesson preserved even in its most extravagant manifestations and that, 
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when intelligently arranged and rightly understood, even its most trivial 
accumulations have their chapter for her history. The drama must now study 
the museums for its costumes, and the painter preserve the unities in his in- 
teriors. Many a pleasant bibliographic touch is gleaned from that collection of 
corks each inscribed with the names of those who drained the bottles. ‘The 
insight into the character afforded by their signatures in the albums of the 
autograph collector, is modified somewhat by an examination of the pens with 
which great men wrote. If the fortitude of a Mary, Queen of Scotts, or a 
Maria Antoinette may be acquired by enduring the daily tortures of the bodices 
and shoes they wore, it may be also true that those powdered wigs emboldened 
one generation and made cowards of the next. For the historian and the 
modern button maker there are doubtless many lessons in that collection with 
its descriptive labels of a button from every uniform that in many years had 
graced the courts or struggled on the batilefields of Europe. If physiognomy 
is atrue science, it may yet be able to tell as what peculiar trait denotes the 
murderer from a study of such casts. 

It is not the original intrinsic value of the objects that compose it, nor their 
utility, nor variety, that at the outset inspire the interest or make the value of 
a collection The collectors spirit pure and unalloyed turns from those 
objects that are sought merely for their intrinsic value, to seek those which 
appeal to the love of the beautiful, preserved some record of the past or 
present, of man or nature. ‘To illustrate something completely is the true 
collectors passion. Whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsover things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, are 
the true collectors quest. The recogniton of its interest as a record, by others, 
first gives a novel collection value. When at infinite pains a collection of 
many thousands of volumes and of every edition of the hymn books of all 
sects and all ages was at last made up from the litter of the book stands, and the 
heaps of wast paper, the importance of the study of the worlds psalmody was for 
the first time revealed and the collection was recognized as invaluable. The 
gems among prints, the oldest master pieces of painting and sculpture in all 
their forms were originally paid for as so much mechanical skill, were often 
the mere tasks of the slave. But a great collection once formed, or the taste 
once created, or the study once begun and grown into an acknowledged art or 
science or pursuit, the dog-eared volume becomes atreasure, the pocket piece, 
that owed its preservation to bearing the date of abirth or marriage, has quite 
a new numismatic value, the long forgotten love letter is found to bear an un- 
known local, a discarded volume or neglected manuscript yields up a rare en- 
graving or print, the restoration of a wainscot reveals a masterpiece of the 
14th Century, the removal of a coat of whitewash uncovers the fresco of the 
Last Supper, the digging out of an abandoned moatexhumes a Venus of Milo. 
So near the verge of annihilation have the most precious of the collectors 
treasures come, before that taste had grown up and been recognized which so 
fortunately rescued them, because his spirit is ever on the alert to gather and 
preserve whatsoever it treasures. 

As each new specialty claims recognition, kindred pursuits unite their fol- 
lowers in Societies, and what none could learn alone, combined endeavor 
achieves. ‘Those who had formerly been each alone unto themselves yield to 
the general opinion, the lines upon which the present should be followed are 
clearly marked out and generally recognized Little by little there grows up 
an accepted code of principles which each follows, the history of that branch 
of collecting is slowly traced out, the objects which it may legitimately include 
are intimately defined, final judgment is passed on disputed points. The pur- 
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suit takes shape as a science. Not all at once, not without much 


discussion, 
not always without some acrimony and rancor. 


For these societies are made 
up of members widely scattered, without the advantage, often, of personal ac- 
quaintance, accustomed each to follow his own bent without let or hindrance, 
influenced each by adifferent surrounding, coming together at first with but one 
common interest, looking at that interest each from a different standpoint, 
having each formed pretty strong opinions without having them modified by 
comparison with the opinions of others, accustomed each to speak his opinion 
freely, perhaps forcibly, because each had been something of an authority in 
his own little circle or has had to maintain his ground unaided against all 
comers. At first there are clashings and jealousies, not enough of courtesy 
and too much suspicion of motives, crimination and _ re-crimination, often 
bitter words, too much discussion of persons and short comings, too little 
of principles and objects, but in the end the putting aside of follies and a 
unanimity for the cause. 

From such elements and by such a process, two years ago, the American 
Philatelic Association was organized “to assist its members in acquiring know- 
ledge in regard to Philately, to cultivate a feeling of friendship among Phila- 
telists; and to enable them to affiliate with members of similar societies in 
other countries.” History has unfortunately repeated herself in our midst. 
A strange hostility seems to have sprung up against the commercial class of 
our community. So grave a danger as a civil war or family discension must 
be averted if we would prosper, and may well command a moments calm con- 
sideration. In the organic law of our Association, recognizing the principle 
that the majority should rule, that the majority will always be made up of the 
non-commercial members, guarding perhaps against any tendency to a too 
mercenary spirit in the conduct of our affairs, we have thought it wise to pro- 
vide that a majority of our Official and Executive Board should be selected 
from the professedly non-commercial element. In imitation of the wisdom of 
the Constitutions of the Nation of the States, we have left the choice of those 
officers whose duties require special qualifications, whose selection involves 
very delicate personal questions which could not and would not be investiga- 
ted by the voters at large, to the discretion of this Official Board which is our 
substitute for “the Executive by and with the consent of the Senate.” We 
shall hardly improve on the wisdom of this arrangement by making any of 
these officers elective, for once appointed they are responsible only to the 
Association for the execution of their official duties, subject to those general 
supervisory powers of the President and Official Board inherent in all such 
bodies. Uniformity in administration could hardly be secured otherwise 
without very materially remodelling our whole system. In no case is any 
member of the Official Board in any manner subject to the supervision of the 
appointative officers, except as every other individual member of the Associa- 
tion is, and the one case in which one of the Trustees appointed by the Official 
Board might be called to preside over a court of impeachment, has its parallel 
in the case of a trial of the President or Governor, when the Chief Justice he 
may have appointed presides. On the other hand to prescribe qualification of 
a vocation or residence for any of these appointative officers would be both to 
create an unnecessary and invidious distinction between members, and to de-, 
prive the Association of the best talent it could otherwise command. ‘The 
present Board, in which members with commercial tendencies at least have 
always been in the majority have in no case selected a dealer until the whole 
non-commercial membership had been canvassed and the party selected was 
decided to possess in their judgment qualifications very paramount to any 
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available non-commercial member. We may add that in no case has applica- 
tion been made to the Board for appointment to any office and the party 
selected has in most cases only accepted upon being urged thereto by the 
Board. In the sole instance in which a conflict has arisen between the commer- 
cial and non-commercial elements in our Association, we, who understand it 
fully, can assert that the difficulty arose because we were attempting to do a 
thing as an Association, which, from its very nature, as the experience of a sister 
association has lately shown, could not be done with full justice to both ele- 
ments and all interests. If these considerations and experiences shall com- 
mend themselves to your judgment there would seem to be no occasion for 
amending the Constitution in this respect. More maternal in her government 
and objects than the State, our Association should know no such distinctions 
between her members. She must foster all interests alike for she knows that 
dealer and collector are mutually dependent, that one can prosper only in the 
other’s prosperity. She looks back over the past and sees how little progress 
the collector made alone, how much of his knowledge he owes to the dealer. 
She casts her eyes over the works that form his library and sees how many of 
them were published by the dealer, how few were even compiled by the col- 
lector. She glances through our albums and sees how many of our treasures 
were obtained for us only by the dealers’ enterprise, which unearthed 
them in hundreds when collectorshad found them in tens only. She 
deplores any animosity among her children. She sees they sin as _ indi- 
viduals not as classes. She knows that there is no saint that has not 
once sinned, that the chiefest sinner ofttimes wins the brightest crown. She 
recognizes that the motive which prompts her children to their besetting sins 
does not depend on whether they are dealers or collectors, though its mani- 
festations may vary. She deplores the fact that they lead each other into 
trouble and oft deceive themselves and each other as to the disinterested- 
ness of their motives, and both come too near sacrificing an enviable name, 
sometimes for a paltry gain. She fears that it is not quite worth while for 
either to run the risk of destroying the fair fabric of her house or to make it 
contemptible in others’ eyes as the abode of brawlers wrangling over their 
doubtful gains. She proclaims that there are honest workers and ardent 
toilers, aye, examples that any might be proud to fallow among both dealers 
and collectors She recalls to mind that hardly had our last convention 
closed and before the echoes of our commingled voices had died away, the 
great collector, Death, selected and bore away from among the dealers the 
purest soul of all our band, who bore the highest name upon our roll of 
honor, which no slur of jealousy had ever sought to tarnish, no tongue of envy 
to malign, an ardent lover of our pursuit, adealer in no suspected wares, a 
friend to all who knew him whether they had met him face to face or only in 
the exchange of ink and paper, who freely gave his time to advise the beginner, 
and took infinite pains to satisfy the most fastidious expert, a good, true man, 
and when our angry passions rise, and we are prone to use harsh words and 
mean insinuations, or rashly threaten to exclude the dealers, our saddened 
mother lays her finger on our lips and whispers in our ears “ Remember 
Durbin.” 

Should we then be agreed that the rules of our household must not divide us 
into such classes, may we not with profit consider further whether there are not 
some broad principles recognized by all, which should govern our personal re- 
lations as collectors and dealers, conformity to which would aid our cause. 
When we discuss the principles of other avocations, the character of other mer- 
chants or customers, the qualities of other merchandise, the proper value, price 
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or merit of other things, we should not make ourselves ridiculous by so wide a 
departure from the intelligent practice of mankind as to denounce a whole class 
because a a few transgress the rules of commercial integrity and sell dishonest 
goods, or ask extortionate prices, or others fail to honestly pay for what they pur- 
chase. Why do we so demean ourselves when our stamp transactions are in- 
volved? In all else we concede that the right of free discussion and expression 
of opinion is coupled with the requirement that it be couched in proper 
language and subject to courteous comment. Is the dealer whose stamps are 
criticised, or the collector who expresses the opinion, exempt from following so 
universal arule? ‘To other merchants is conceded the right to fix the price 
of the commodities they offer, which consideration of their cost to him, the 
possibilities of sale of the supply and demand will regulate ordinarily to the 
satisfaction of both the intelligent buyer and seller, and no dealer who wishes 
to prosper will take the risk of being considered extortionate in his demands. 
The buyer is at liberty to accept or refuse, but never to be rude in his refusals. 
Among others interested in collectors’ wares, price is often the subject for 
negotiation, for opinions will widely differ, but it is never permitted to be the 
ground for denunciation. Why should not alike courtesy prevail among stamp 
collectors ? 

And yet the relations of the « uriosity dealer and collector are not quite the 
same as those of the ordinary merchant and his customer. ‘The legal rule of 
“caveat emptor”’ is not considered applicable, for the relations of buyer and 
dealer in collectors’ wares are most confidential. Both must be strictly honor- 
able in their transactions and truthful in their representations. Each has at 
times to rely on the judgment, knowledge, intelligence and honesty of the other. 
It is therefore a universal rule that things must be represented to be just what 
they are, whether in selling, buying, exhibiting, or placing them in the stock or 
collection. No reproduction, resuscitation, copy, reprint, re-strike, fac-simile, 
must be represented as an original, nor must either buyer or seller permit him- 
self to be deceived by such. It is a mistaken kindness to the stamp collector 
to depart from so generally received a rule. While the dealer or collector of 
objects that are valued because of their artistic merit chiefly, or because they 
are produced by a genius or a skill of superior ability, may within certain 
limits, have specialties made to order, a picture painted by a great artist, a 
statue modelled by a renowned sculpter, a bronze cast of intricate adornment, 
a vase decorated in unwonted richness, an engraving or print made in restricted 
number, a book printed in a limted edition and luxuriously bound, and thus in 
a manner force a market, we shall search long before we find the collector of 
objects that owe their value to having an historical interest and which are 
sought to fill their historical place in the the collection, who does not limit his 
ambition to that which was made for some better reason than to be put into a 
collection, and the dealer in such wares is treading on very dangerous ground 
who undertakes to have things made for the sole object of selling them to 
collectors. Both are detracting from the interest of the pursuit, and trespassing 
on the rights of others when they attempt by any manipulation or by any 
sophistry to induce collectors to believe such things necessary to a complete 
collection. When they have been made they may have their places in the 
annex of a great collection for what they are, but their presence in collections 
that are lacking in many whole series of legitimate issues and the majority of 
undisputed rarities, reflects neither credit on their owner nor on the pursuit he 
follows. If reason is not to be unseated from her throne, there is enough, and 
more, to be learned and investigated, to be gathered and arranged without 
having to amass these things, investigate such histories or account for the pre- 
sence or absence of such productions. ‘There is enough of honest profit for the 
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dealer and honest possession for the collector without made to order varieties. 
These rules prevail elsewhere, why not among the stamp collectors. 

Should we now admit that these general principles which govern other col- 
lectors and dealers are applicable to our association and individual relations, 
and that their adoption would help to foster that friendship we profess to 
cultivate and without which we shall fail to affiliate with similar associations, 
or make much progress in acquiring knowledge of Philately, it may assist us 
further, if we consider what are the objects we wish to attain in collecting 
stamps, and try to answer the ever repeated questions, Why do you collect ! 
What interest can these little pieces of paper possess ? And here we are em- 
barassed by the very plethora of matter. Probably no one object of collectors’ 
research has ever numbered at one time so many votaries, for perhaps no other 
has appealed to so many variations of the collectors spirit. Few other things 
are within the reach of limited means, of which a fair showing can be made 
without great expense, that combine so many points of interest, though it 
require patience and perseverance and often, in the end, a long purse to 
attain near perfection. In sketching the prevalence of the collectors bent 
we marked how it occupies itself with the representative of value in its 
various forms, and these little pieces of paper are one of those forms, and 
have originally an intrinsic as they have finally a collectable value. We 
noticed how the coilectors spirit turned to the symbols of power and these 
little pieces of paper are the symbols of a power that has revolutionized the 
world, not the power of gory Mars that united nations and crowns by 
slaughter and slavery, by bow, or spear, or battle-axe, or flint lock, or rifles 
gun,or gibbet, or guillotine, or manacle, but the power of Mercury that united 
crowns and scepters and signet rings in the bonds of acommon interest and the 
happy ties of peace, that sends the white winged messengers of commerce 
round the world and speeds the iron horse on his way to bring the merchant 
nearer to his waiting customer, friend nearer friend, and anxious parents totheir 
child, tha} intelligence may fly fast and anxiety depart, that includes within 
its benign reforms the poor and lonely, and scatters slavishly the bless- 
ings that had long been grasped by the rich and powerful only. We in- 
dicated how the collectors’ spirit cherished art, and art of many kinds has 
spent her tenderest care and busy brain and deftest touch upon these bits of 
paper and adorned them with prodigal design and unstinted coloring. We 
saw how the collectors’ spirit listens to the lessons of history, and these little 
bits of paper are the monuments which mark the progress of civilization; each 
old issue is a record of her triumphs, each new issue a signal of her advance 
and victory. The stamp collector who is ardent in his quest, unwittingly 
learns much of general geography and history, and will particularly want to 
know the history of the origin and introduction of stamps into various coun- 
tries, who, and how far each was instrumental in promoting their use, what 
political, commercial and economic reasons led to the forms, designs and 
values adopted or caused changes to be made afterwards, what postal and 
revenue regulations controlled their issue and use, the details of the processes of 
their manufacture and what was produced by each, the success or failure of 
those processes as compared with others, and the improvements from time to 
time introduced. Though few can safely attempt or have the means to 
tread any of the bypaths or venture very far beyond collecting specimens of 
what was used for postal and revenue purposes, most will recognize the im- 
portance, value, and propriety of those, whose exceptional advantages 
permit them, acquiring and preserving not only specimens of what 
was actually employed but those suggestions or essays of designs or 
processes, actually proposed for uSe and those proofs of designs adopted 











AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 315 


which illustrate the method of selecting what was finally employed, and will 
want to know as far aS possible, why each of these essays and proofs was 
rejected or accepted: Most will recognize the propriety of treasuring and 
preserving those errors which, issued by some oversight, show what accidents 
and defects are incident to the modes of manufacture employed, Even those 
exceptional varieties, which actually subserved temporary needs and were made 
by such shifts as surcharging or dividing other values will have an interest, 
because all these things serve to show what has been tried in the past and 
wherein improvement may be made in the future. They complete the record 
of the endeavor of the success and failure to carry out the regulations made 
to subserve the necessities of the public or to facilitate the work of the postal 
and revenue departments. Though few may seek all these themselves, most 
will agree that they are legitimate objects of study and preservation. While 
many will not consider it desirable in most instances, most will agree that it 
is permissible in exceptionally large collections, that are reasonably complete 
in all that has been made for any of these uses, to preserve, provided they 
are carefully distinguished for what they are, the long list of things that owe 
their existence to the fact that stamps have become objects of collection and 
that there are so called collectors who belong to those classes of mankind 
who like to be humbugged, each as its taste leads it, and who are willing to 
pay for the straws that tickle them while they laugh at the baubles that 
amuse their neighbors, who, regardless of the character of what they amass, 
like the ancient Athenians, either “spend their time in nothing else but to 
hear and tell some new thing,” or who “ignorantly worship” at the altar of 
the “ unknown God,” around which flock and fatten those false priests who 
grow rich by stimulating and encouraging the folly of these silly votaries. 
While it is hard to distinguish between the folly of the goose that tempts 
her own destruction by laying golden eggs and the folly of the man that, so 
tempted, slays her, it may be well that some should preserve and note the 
mementoes of their folly lest they sometime later deceive the unwary. So 
if any choose to add to their collections those swollen series surcharged in 
numbers for collectors by sympathetic officials, those rainbow hued series of 
envelopes and post cards from Great Britain and Germany, or those irregular 
issues from our own Hartford manufactory, so long as he knows what he is 
accepting and does not attempt to make others believe that they are quite 
the same thing or as important to a collector as those issues made for public 
use, he should be spared acrimonious criticism and unkind vituperation, for 
as no one can hope to acquire everything that may have been, and may 
therefore be, accepted for what it is in a great collection, each may abandon 
those narrow views which really only define his individual practice and con- 
cede to every other the right to collect according to his own fancy. But 
things must be called by their right names, and known for what they are by 
stamp collectors as they are by print, or note, or book ,or coin collectors. It 
is no more permissable to say that “any stamp printed from a geniune plate 
is an criginal, irrespective of thedate at which the impression was made,” than 
it would be to represent that an impression taken to-day from a wood block 
long preserved in some family or museum, or from a discarded plate of an 
engraving, or note, or book, ora restrike from a disused die is the same thing 
as the Old and cherished originals. It is a misuse of words, and a sophistry 
to claim that a reprint made to-day is the same as an impression made when 
the stamps were current. 

Ordinarily they can be readily distinguished by an expert. Their value is 
widely different as witness the original and reprinted impressions of the stamps 
of the New Haven Postmaster. Genuine cancelling dies as well as genuine 
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plates get into the hands of individuals, and if it makes no difference by whom 
or when, or where, One is reprinted from, by parity of reasoning it makes no 
difference if an impression of the other is placed upon a remainder or a mod- 
ern reprint to make a genuine used stamp. Thus the collector who has long 
looked with regret on the blank spaces in his printed album is at last beguiled 
into filling them with such substitutes. In their origin only copies, made in 
limited number to enable governments to exhibit pictures of their obsolete 
postage or revenue stamps at international exhibitions, the few obtained by 
favor generally fell to those who, possessing originals, were content to exhibit 
the reprints for what they were. It was reserved for a Postmaster General of 
the United States who has the power of doing what most Postmasters General 
fortunately can not do, not only to issue imitations of one issue, and reprints 
of others, but to give a franking power to the resuscitation of two issues thus 
providing us with two new series, for duplicates of the originals they were not, 
and the National Society of New York which denounced the whole enterprise 
as well as the late suggestion of a like reproduction, should have all honor for 
the endeavor to suppress an evil which, like the borers trail in some fair tree 
or the hulk of some proud vessel, is sapping the strength of what it lives on. 
For reprints from many countries are growing so common that if thehand of 
the expert should to day go through the albums and stocks of the land and lay 
low these weeds, the fields of Philately would resemble 
‘* The mowers grass at the close of day 
When his work is done on the level plain.”’ 

The collector who values his treasures because they have a history, the collec- 
tor who does not wish to have his pursuit ranked with the accumulation of 
colored scraps, may be pardoned if he use strong words, if he finds it hard to 
speak of these departures from the rules that govern the collectors of all other 
things, if he threatens to denounce by namesall who foster such a trade, if he 
inquire whether the law’s strong arms may not be invoked to reach the abuse. 
For the good of our cause, for your own honor, be you dealer or collector, 
eschew these things. 

By such rude outlines we may sketch a chart to guide our course and note 
some rocks that seem to threaten shipwreck. If what has been said shall seem, 
to your judgement, to need qualification, to be expressed in too forcible lang- 
uage, to reflect upon the character or conduct of any individual, pray, con- 
sider that it is spoken in all friendliness to each and all, an earnest en- 
deavor to deal with principles not men, to discuss, doctrines rather than per- 
sonal practices, and subject to all just criticism and due correction; that it is 
spoken in an ardent love for our pursuit, with a hope for the welfare of our 
Association, and of each and every follower of her banner; that, mindful ever 
of the dignity and prominerce of the collectors calling, its influence and im- 
portance in the world’s progress, «f the need ever of courtesy, honesty and in- 
tegrity, lest we lay poluted hands upon the fair page of history, or degenerate 
into childish folly, each and all may strive to advance our cause, that by 
and by. as each brings his contribution with him, we may gather round the 
fountain of all wisdom in that Seventh Heaven where the old legend makers 
tell us, the collector's spirit had its origin. 


A vote of thanks was then tendered to the President for his address and 
for his able conduct of the affairs of the Association. 

Mr. Corwin, in very bad taste, attempted to attach a rider to the vote of 
thanks, but at the request of the President it was withdrawn. 

After the transaction of some formal business, the President took the 
chair, ‘ 
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The report of the Committee on Exchange and Purchasing Departments 
were then read by Mr. Corwin, and acted upon in sections. 

A provision creating the office of third Assistant Purchasing Agent was 
referred back to the Committee for more accurate determination of the 
rules to govern the department. 

A proposed vote of thanks to the Hon. H. R. Harris was lost, on the 
ground of his having created a number of varieties not required by the 
exigencies of the Postal Service of the United States. 

The commission of the Exchange Superintendent on all stamps, envelopes 
and post cards sold from sheets and covers was raised to ten percent. 

The option hitherto left to the Superintendent as to withdrawing the privi- 
leges of the exchange from all members or Branch Societies, not settling ac- 
counts promptly, was revoked, and the withdrawal of such privileges was 
made imperative. 

A vote of thanks was then tendered to Mr. Clotz, joined with a unanimous 
request that he retain the office so ably filled by him. 

‘The Report of the Committee on the Library was then read by Mr. Aue. 

A proposition to appropriate one hundred dollars for binding books 
and pamphlets, and for the purchase of new works was amended to fifty 
dollars and passed in that shape. 

The Committee suggested a bond of two hundred dollars to be given by 
the Librarian. ‘This proposition was rejected. 

The Librarian was then authorized to insure the property in his possesion. 

A committee to co-operate with Dr. Diena in his compilation of an 
index of Philatelic literature was appointed by the chair, as follows: 

G. Aue, W. C. Stone and J. W. Scott. 

After the reading of the report of the Trustees, relating charges against 
James C. Jay of LaHoyt, Iowa, it was resolved to enter into secret session 
after the morning recess. The Convention then adjourned until 2:30 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION, TUESDAY, AUG. 14. 


The proceedings opened promptly at 2:30 p. m. 

Article 2, Sec. 3, in relation to privileges of the Exchange Department, 
was amended to conform to the By-Laws previously amended. 

Art. 4 Sect. 4, relating to the manner of election of officers was amended 
so that in future no definite number of votes are required to be cast, and a 
plurality shall elect. 

A proposition that the Trustees should reside within 30 miles of a com- 
mon centre, was amended to 100 miles from each other, and then was lost 
as a two-thirds vote was required. 

The general features of the proposition, will however, without doubt, be 
respected by the new Board, as a majority of the members showed a prefer- 
ence for such restriction. 

Mr. Corwin then moved that “no dealer by profession shall hold the 
office of ‘Trustee of this Association.” 

As this was contrary to the spirit of the Presidents address, the proposi- 
tion was vigorously opposed, and lost. 

Mr. Corwin then offered the following : “ Branch Societies shall contain 
no persons who are not members of this Association.” 

Mr. Calman opposed the motion on the ground that the A. P. A. had no 
right to dictate to the Branch Societies, which are distinctly autonomous, 
and on his motion, the matter was tabled. 

Mr. J. H. Houston desired to withdraw the restriction asto age, and to 
allow all members to vote, but the Association emphatically declared against 
the innovation, 


‘ 
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The J/nternationialer Philatelisten Verein, of Dresden, was elected a corres- 
ponding member of the A. P. A., on motion of Mr. Rechert. 

A resolution was then carried, discouraging the collection of all reprints, 
except such as were issued by the postal authorities and receivable for 
postage. 

An attempt was made to stir up the Chalmers-Hill controversy, but was 
promptly tabled by an almost unanimous vote. 

Twenty-five dollars were then appropriated for the purpose of printing the 
Constitution and By-Laws in German and French. 

Decks were then cleared for action over the selection of the place for 
holding the next Convention. After a spirited discussion, St. Louis was 
decided upon. 

It was also determined to hold the Convention on the first Monday in 
October, and as the Annual Fair will be in progress at that time, we have 
no doubt the attendance will be a good one. 

The Convention then entered into secret session, and as a result of their 
deliberations, Mr. James C. Jay was expelled from membership in the As- 
sociation, for conduct unbecoming a gentleman. 

An adjournment was then taken until Wednesday morning at 10 o’clock. 


MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, AUGUST I5. 


The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a. m., the President in the chair. 

The report of the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws was then read, 
and the following amendments were made : 

“Applications for membership must be signed by two members of the 
Association and must be accompanied by a deposit of one dollar, to be 
credited against annual dues.”’ 

The designation of the Purchasing Agents was changed so that we now 
have four Purchasing agents, instead of one Agent and assistants. 

The office of Superintendent of Literary Exchange was also created. 

Officers hereafter will serve until the close of the Convention held the 
second year after their election. 

The office of Secretary was made a salaried one, and $150 per annum was 
the sum designated as compensation. 

Branch Societies are now allowed to retain sheets only two days for each 
member participating, and no longer than 60 days for the entire Branch, 
irrespective of the number of members. 

In future all sheets and covers must reach at least six branch societies or 
twelve individuals before being returned to the owner; and no sheet valued 
at less than one dollar shall be circulated. 

The bond to be given by the Superintendent of Exchange was raised to 
$500. 

The first Purchasing Agent was restrained from purhasing anything except 
new issues. 

The third Purchasing Agent was authorized to purchase for members any 
stamps that they may require of him when accompanied by the necessary 
amount. 

In future, advertisers in the official Journal of the Association, are allowed 
to take one page in lieu of 4 page as heretofore. 

The office of fourth Purchasing Agent was created for the purchase of 
stamps at auction, for members, at a commission not exceeding 5 per cent. 

On motion the sum of $150 was then voted to Mr. S. B. Bradt in recogni- 
tion of his services as Secretary of the Association for the past year. 

The Constitution was further amended as follows ;- The Counterfeit Detec- 
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tor shall remove from all sheets, all counterfeits and reprints, except such 
government reprints as were good for postage at the time of their manufac- 
ture. 

In the former case he shall stamp “ specimen removed,” and in the latter 
“‘ reprints,” in the space containing the specimens. 

He shall also stamp the word “ Counterfeit ’’ in indelible ink on the back 
of all counterfeits thus removed from the sheets. 

The Convention then adjourned sine die. 

In this short sketch of the proceedings in Boston, it has been impossible 
to define many of the minor changes made in the Constitution, and we would 
advise our readers, or such of them as are members of the Association, to 
carefully read the new Constitution when they receive it. 

There can be no question that the good results of our deliberations will 
soon be felt in many ways, and we were highly gratified at the general feel- 
ing of cordiality and good-will which prevailed throughout. 

The exhibition of stamps attracted a great crowd all day and no doubt 
has awakened a great regard for our hobby in the breasts of many who, 
hitherto, have scoffed at it. 

We can give only a bare outline of the most prominent exhibits. 

Mr. W. C. Van Derlip exhibited a complete set of Hawaiian Islands, first 
issue ; a complete set of Buenos Ayres; U.S, envelopes of 1857, 6c. and 10 c. 
on white and buff ; 1857 1 c. on white; a magnificent collection of essays for 
postal cards, many of which were before unknown. 

Mr. Walter L. Frost showed a fine specimen of the Millbury Local, of 
which only four are known ;a fine Brattleboro, Confederate locals of Macon, 
Baton Rouge, a beautiful Baltimore on the letter and many other fine and 
desirable stamps. 

Mr. Henry Clotz’s exhibit was, in general appearance, the most attractive 
of the entire exhibition. It was mountedon a Japanese screen, and the al- 
most complete set of stamps of the United States of Columbia, which filled 
the screen, attracted general attention. 

Mr. Lucius L. Hubbard, among other astounding rarities, exhibited a 
Brattleboro; British Guiana, ship in oblong, 4c. blue, one of the rarest 
known stamps ; Canada 12 pence, used, etc. 

Mr. Francis C. Foster delighted all philatelists with his Canada 12 d.; 
Brattleboro; Livingston, Alabama; and many others. 

Mr. J. Walter Scott, not to be outdone, showed a unique New Orleans, 
5 c. red on blue; Canada 12d; Buenos Ayres, 4 and 5 pesos; Philippine 
Islands, first issue, 5 c. blue, error ; Nashville 10 c. and others too numer- 
ous to mention. 

Tgnitus of Philadelphia, displayed a Baltimore and a Brattleboro; many 
Confederate Locals, such as a pair of Macons, Ringgold, Lenoir, and a 
magnificent selection of other rarities from his peerless collection. 

Mr. H. E, Deats, justly proud of his recent purchase, gave his fellow col- 
lectors a peep at the fine lot of proofs and essays, in which respect his col- 
lection cannot be equalled. 

There were a great many other fine exhibits, but as we said at the outset, 
we could give only an outline, among them we may mention those of Mr. 
Robt. C. H. Brock, Mr. A. De Jonge, Mr. E. L. Shuman and Mr. C. B. Corwin. 

To judge from the number exhibited, we should almost judge that Brat- 
tleboros, Canada 12 d., and various other important rarities, were every 
day occurrences, but the correct conclusion to be drawn is, that so many of 
the members took an interest that a large proportion of the known speci- 
mens of some of these stamps were exhibited to public view. 


‘ 
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NATIONAL PHILATELICAL SOCIETY. 


ELEVENTH REGULAR MEETING. 
AUGUST ist, 1888. 

President Joseph Rechert in the chair. Members present: Hobby, Fin- 
ney, Wuesthoff, ‘lerrett, Aue, Corwin, Morton, Muecke, H. S. Mack, R. R. 
Bogert, Henry L. Calman, H. Collin, J. Krebs. 

Wm. Seeligsberg acted as Secretary pro tem. 

As visitors: Messrs. Richmond and Berlepsch. 

Minutes of previous meeting were read and on raotion approved. 

The following applications for Corresponding Membership were received 
and duly proposed. 

By Pres. Rechert ; 

Charles J. Taylor, 203 Camden Street, Baltimore, Md, 

Judge G. Lindenberg, Hagelsberger Str 9, Berlin, S. W. Gy. 

Wm. Schultz, 904 5th Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 

By Mr. W. A. Warner: 

Wm. B. Whitney, Lock Box 314, Marlborough, N. Y. 

All of whom were favorably passed upon by the Executive Committee. 

On motion, under suspension of the By-Laws, the candidates were duly 
elected Corresponding Members of the Society. 

President Rechert, on behalf of the Committee on Delegates and Proxies 
reports that they had sent out 500 circulars containing cards for proxies. 

Also that he had answered the request of the Canadian Philatelical Asso- 
ciation regarding information as to the workings of the N. P. S. 

An invitation from the Denver Stamp Collectors League to their annual 
banquet in celebration of the third anniversary of the founding of that 
body, was received, and on motion a vote of thanks was tendered said 
Society for the courtesy. 

The request of R. V. Browniski of Louisville, as to the rules of the N. P. 
S. and requirements for membership was granted, and the President em- 
powered to answer same, 

The Acting Secretary reports the receipt of forty proxies from A. P. A. 
members. 

The meeting then proceeded to elect for officers to fill vacancies as follows : 

For Secretary to fill unexpired time of Mr. W. A. Warner, resigned, Mr. 
Wm. Seeligsberg. 

For Member of Executive Committee to fill vacancy caused by resignation 
of Mr. S. S. Miller, Hugo S. Mack. 

Both of whom where unanimously elected. 

The members consulted with the chosen delegates for the coming A. P. A. 
convention, and it was requested that as many members as possibly could, 
should attend there. 

Mr. J. Krebs exhibited a superb collection of all United States adhesives, 
periodicals and department stamps unused and mounted in a handsome 
album. 

Mr. Bogert shows Norway surcharged 2 ore. Virgin Island 6d. violet and 
new 5 cent Antioquia blue on green. 

Mr. Corwin exhibits Panama 50 cent brown. 

An auction sale was then held and $1.82 realized. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 o’clock. Wo. SEELIGSBERG, 

si Secretary. 
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STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 


BRANCH AMERICAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. 


Meetings held on every third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 p. m., 
at Loesher’s Hotel, Canal Street, Stapleton, S. I. President, Mr. Aug. 
Dejonge ; Secretary, Dr. G. Odendall. For information address the Secre- 
tary, P. O. Box 520, Stapleton, Richmond Co., N. Y. 


62D REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 22, 1888. 


Meeting was called to order at 8 o'clock. 

In absence of the Secretary, Mr. E. Kaufmann was elected Secretary 
pro fem. 

Present—Mr. Aug. Dejonge, Chairman; H. Clotz, C. Witt, C. B. Corwin, 
O. Dejonge, P. Lazarus, Baron von Hodenberg, P. von der Willigen and 
E. Kaufmann. 

It was moved and carried that in the absence of the Secretary, the reading 
of the minutes of the previous meeting be dispensed with. 

Proposals for Membership : 

By Mr. Clotz—Mrs. Lizzie Benary and Mr. Max Muller. 

By Capt. Moller—Capt. Hein and Mr. Tuthiill. 

By Mr. Lazarus—-Mrs. Mina Witt, Miss Agnes Margraf. 

Upon ballot Mr. Wiehl was unanimously elected as a member. 

Mr. Aug. Dejonge as Chairman of the Committee on Exhibition reports 
that everything has passed off satisfactorily, and moved that a vote of thanks 
be tendered to Mr. P. von der Willigen, and Mr. H. Clotz for the valuable 
assistance rendered him at the convention, by said gentlemen. Carried. 

Also a vote of thanks to be tendered to Mr. C. B. Corwin for his energetic 
action in the convention on behalf of our Society and the collectors in 
general. Carried. 

It was further resolved, that the sincere thanks of the Staten Island Phila- 
telic Society be tendered to Mr. E. H. Holton, of Boston, for his efficient 
and gratuitous services on the occasion of the Exhibition of the American 
Philatelic Association, at Boston, Wednesday, August 15th, 1888, the 
Society being fully cognizant of the faithfulness with which Mr. Holton then 
fulfilled the onerous duties thrust upon him, and that a copy of this Resolu- 
tion be forwarded to Mr. Holton. 

Further it was moved and seconded that a vote of thanks be tendered to 
Mr. Wiehl for his kindness in presenting the Society with the beautiful sign 
painted in oil by Mr. Wiehl. Carried. 

The President suggests that each member send in some of their duplicates 
in order to start a collection for our unfortunate member, Capt. Moller, of 
the ill-fated Steamer Geyser, whose handsome collection was on board at 
the time of the sad accident. 

Meeting adjourned 11:30 p. m. 

All communications relating to exchange, address to Mr. E. L. Schumann, 
115 Broadway, New York, and matters pertaining to the Society, to Dr. G. 
Odendall, Secretary. 
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COUNTERFEIT STELLALAND STAMPS. 


Der Philatelist, August, 1888. 


[See PHILATELIsT No. 6, of 1887.] 


Soon after the appearance of the above mentioned article, I received an 
official letter from the Postmaster-General of British Bechuanaland, re- 
questing me to forward to him an exposition of tlie facts, in English, etc. 

I complied with his request, and gave him a set of the counterfeits. A 
short time ago he informed me that he had to forego criminal prosecution of 
the counterfeiter, as the laws of the Cape Colony were not applicable to 
British Bechuanaland, and the latter colony has no laws against the counter- 
feiting of postage stamps, although they will soon be enacted; he regretted 
that the counterfeiter should have escaped punishment, but there was no 
recourse. At almost the same time, I received a letter from one of my 
correspondents in Cape Town, whom I had asked to make an investigation ; 
the report contains some facts, interesting tothe PHILaretisr. I herewith 
give an extract : 

Cape Town, February 27th, 1888. 
Mr. E Tamsen, Transvaal. 

After indefatigable research, I am, at last, enabled to give some indis- 
putable evidence as to the counterfeit Stellaland stamps. For the manu- 
facture of these stamps, the firm of Vander Sandt, de Villiers & Co., used 
only one lithographic stone, containing the 6 d value. In printing the other 
values, paper was pasted over the value in the stone, and the value printed in 
separately. An employe of the firm, who has since died, at a moment when 
he was not watched, printed one thousand in each of the five colors. from the 
original stone, and as he had none of the necessary type at hand, he 
obtained them through a third party from the printing department of the 
German paper. 

This will explain the difference in color,appearance and perforation, which 
last was attended to by an employe of another firm, Mr. ————, the owner 
of the paper, who, when lending the type, well knew the object for which it 
was to be used, and aided the pretty business with an advance of 4s, 
was active in the sale of the stamps. I have the proofs of this assertion. 

I have purposely omitted the name of the owner of the paper, and I think 
he will steer clear of such transactions in future, when he discovers how nearly 
he made himself liable to a criminal prosecution. 

I caution all collectors to be careful in purchasing Stellaland stamps, 
particularly if they come from Cape Town. 

Philatelically yours, 
(Signed). Emit Ci. TAMSEN, 
Waterberg, Transvaal. 


NOTES. 


Mr. E. R. Ackerman showed us the Formosa of which we give an illus” 
tration in this number. We have not yet been able to discover the purpose 
for which these stamps are’ used. 


Mr. Henry Clotz has a Dominican Republic revenue, 5 centavos, which 
has done service as a postage stamp. 
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ADDENDA TO STAMP CATALOGUE. 


49th HDITION. 
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( fai VA y. 7 SU ff 
L44VULIYU LILO L1lsls 4¥is ver 4IIWI YY Li 


FORMOSA. 





2027 
Perforated. 
1 1888 2027 20 cash green 
+e se 


2 20 ” rose 


FRENCH COLONIES. 


Cochin-China. 





2028 
UNPAID LETTER STAMPS. 


141 1888 2028 20c black 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 





2029 


Perforated. 
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50 1888 2029 1 p violet 10 


NEW ZEALAND. 


REVENUES USED FOR POSTAGE. 





2030 
Perforated, 
30 «624, mauve 
go 0o3' 3A, green 
gt ‘ 7 54 blue 


“ 


89 1887 20 


ST. CHRISTOPHER, 





1369 


Perforated. 
58 1888 1369 40 cash, black 
59 7” “3 80 cash, green 
60 sie = 100 cash, blue 
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UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


Tolima. 


% 


a 


"a 0tVig~ 


be) 
° 
ial: 
= 
= 
+ 
6 





Perforated, 
748 1857 2032 5c brown violet 10 


) 
749 033 =«10c blu 1O 


INSURED LETTER STAMPS. 





ails ESTADOS UNIDOS DE COLOMBIA.__ 
ce RE FM ee ms 
anREe TIFICAC, 
co" —_e gett CON “Nv 


\ESTADO SOBERANO) ( CONTENIDO | 
Y—_- -~—4 3; Wales S 


TOLIMP 2CENT NO 






L704 























29034 


775 1879 2034 5c ochre 


VICTORIA. 
REVENUES USED FOR POSTAGE. 


HALF-A-CROWN 





2035 
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2035 
2036 
2037 
2038 


2039 
2040 


SS VICTURIA ob 


&>TAMP DUTY 





2040 


Perforated. 


2 sh 6 p yellow 
10 sh green 

24, blue 

24, 5 sh gray lilac 
54 carmine 

10%, violet 








